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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Please cancel claims 44-52 without prejudice or disclaimer of their underlying subject 

matter. 

1-36. (Canceled) 



37. (Previously presented) An automatic drafting method of a draft of a bill of lading, 
said method comprising the steps of: 

performing pre-booking of a specific outgoing vessel schedule selected among 
previously obtained outgoing vessel schedule information at a time of receiving a consigning order 
of cargo delivery, and using information concerning a designated outgoing vessel schedule as draft 
information for the bill of lading; 

issuing a booking instruction of the outgoing vessel schedule information for 
confirmation returned with an attached bill reservation number of the bill of lading; 

making new draft information for the bill of lading by adding shipping instruction 
information to the outgoing vessel schedule information for confirmation in response to a shipping 
requirement; and 

transmitting the new draft information for the bill of lading as final draft information for 
the bill of lading, 

whereby the draft information of the bill of lading is automatically made. 
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38. (Previously presented) The automatic drafting method of a draft of a bill of lading 
according to claim 37, wherein said final draft information for the bill of lading becomes an 
effective bill of lading by addition of a bill number and an issuance date of the bill. 



39. (Previously presented) The automatic drafting method of a draft of a bill of lading 
according to claim 37, wherein said outgoing vessel schedule information includes at least physical 
distribution basic six information. 



40. (Previously presented) An automatic making apparatus of draft information for a bill 
of lading, said apparatus comprising: 

storing means for storing outgoing vessel schedule information; 

storing means for storing cargo shipping instruction information; 

booking means for performing booking of a specific outgoing vessel schedule on a basis 
of the outgoing vessel schedule information and the shipping instruction information, both being 
read out from the two storing means; 

making means for making draft information of a bill of lading to be issued to the cargo 
on a basis of the outgoing vessel schedule information and the booking information; and 

delivery means for delivering the booking information and the draft information, 

whereby the draft information made by said making means is delivered to a shipping 
company side, and the shipping company side writes a bill number and an issuance date of the bill 
for making the bill of lading of the cargo. 
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4 1 . (Previously presented) The automatic making apparatus of a draft of a bill of lading 
according to claim 40, wherein said delivery means delivers the booking information and the draft 
information through a communication network line. 



42. (Previously presented) An automatic issuing system of a bill of lading, in which a 
site to transmit a cargo shipping instruction and a site on a physical distribution trader side are 
mutually connected with a communication network line and information circulates as electronic 
data, the site on the shipping instruction side comprising: 

storing means for storing outgoing vessel schedule information; 

storing means for storing shipping instruction information; and 

draft information storing means for storing information related to an outgoing vessel 
schedule at a time of performing booking of a specific outgoing vessel schedule selected in a 
previously obtained outgoing vessel schedule table when a consigning order of cargo delivery is 
received; 

the site on the physical distribution trader side being comprising: 

delivery means for delivering a latest outgoing vessel schedule information; 

information of a bill of lading confirming means for confirming delivery of booking 
information on the physical distribution trader side to add a bill booking number; and 

bill of lading issuing means for attaching a bill number and a bill issuance data to 
received draft information of a bill of lading to issue the bill of lading to the cargo, 
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whereby the draft information for the bill of lading are added in sequence in electronic 
data exchanging processes between both of the sites to complete the bill of lading. 



43. (Previously presented) The automatic issuing system of a bill of lading according to 
claim 42, wherein said outgoing vessel schedule information includes at least physical distribution 
basic six information. 



44-52. (Canceled) 



DC278344.DOC 



5 



